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lenps and boonds M when aome ^ant intellect 
brushes aside the obatrnetion* at which leawr 
toil in vain. Sometime* the Oar ot Pi'ogt'em 

stunds still for a century or more, or else rolle dow- 

ly hsickwnrd into brutishness, there being none of 
sulllh icnt streiii,'th to advance the standards fur- 
tlicr up the rugjfed mountain sides of life. Thus, 
idwiijs in el)b anil flow, gaining and losing only to 
r('|,'ain, nations and peoples rise and fall but to 
i^rvc as stopping stones Mrhereon mount a nobler 
race and a greatly, grander people. If there be 
any divine purpose in this, in telligence has failed 
to foniprehend it. 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTT MUST PRZOEDE EOO- 

Nomc nxxooM. 

Our readers will recall that 
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i announcuig our 
editorial management of the Blade it was vafiml- 
iuaily stated that it would be made a free laaaa for 

the intelligent discussion of all subjects peril 

ing to the happiness, welfare and development of 
niiuiiviud. This policy we propose to rigidly 
strictly uiaiutain, with partiality towards I 
Every luovemeut that is u missionary movement 
contains some good. All aim at reformation. Mere 
change is not reformation, in the strictest sense, 
for true reform not only implies change, but im- 
■4«aiMe- forun ^^iprovement with the change. It muat be taken 
' ^Pwr gnnted that change doea not always carry 

'with it improvement for change might be made 
backwards instead of forwards. 

During the coui-se of our advocacy of the eause 
of Frcclliought we have freijuc nliy been asked the 
question if it would not be more advantageous and 
coulil we not accomplish more good by striving to 
etteci an economic reform, i. e., improvement in 
the economic conditions of society, instead of con- 
tinutiliy working along the lines of Freedom of 
Thought as it is applkable to leligiooa wiTiron- 
ments alone I There is a great deal of foroe in such 
a question and it is worthy of serious conaiderar 
tion. A large number of our subscribers entertain 
siiuihu notions but the question involves more 
than c;ui be seen upon the surface. 

10 show how strongly this idea has imbedded 
ilself in the minds of some advanced thinkers we 
Jl^blLsh tlie following communication in this col- 
umn rather than relegate it to the "Letter Box'' 
for the reaaon that we deem it worthy of some 
' ^^^^^|gajg|^ '^'h e comniunication '^^^^^'^^JP^^ 
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No man can be really happy uulesti he really 
^thinks he is. 

\ • • • • 

mpossibility to put the same shoe on 



r before they 
•esh tears over 



It i 

every foot. 

While jouie huuuin 1 
bloom it is U-lter not to 
old griefs. 



Men must iearu to govern their appetites and 
not allow their appetites to govern them and then 
the paaaiona will bee<mie their aerYanta and not 
their 



When the modern Christian begins to love liis 
neighbor as himself we may expect to hear that 
even Mephistophclcs lias bef^uii to warble, "Near- 
er my God to Thee. ' 

The moment a luiin, born of woman, hits the 
globe he starts on a jog trot for the grave. Under 
our present Christian system he has little to hope 
for. His only visible reward for long days of labor 
and nights of pain is an epitaph he cannot read 
and a tombstone he does not want 



by ( 



self 1 



lu' the foolish barriers that have cir- 
tiu' UMlulncss .,f woman have fallen 
o\v i>i-essiiij,' eagerly furward into wid- 
ening fields. If she ha^i so far failed to prove lier- 
a'a intellectual peer she has ceased to he 
' upon his bounty. The world grows 
more liberal as it begets wisdom. With a broader 
independence is coming grander ideals^ loftier 
and a nobler womanhood. 

• • • • 

Fur more than half a million yeara man haa been 
toiling onwards mid upwards, impelled by that 
mysterious law which causes the pine to ^wing 
towards the sun. Sometimes the adTaneo to bj 



"The Blade contains many good articles. I 
wish the Blade's managers could grasp the fact 
that economic conditions mould the ethics of the 
religion of all nations; the cboX'h ajid the army 
being the bulwark of the ri'^^g chu^. If the rul- 
ing olaaa, in our country would establish the cus- 
tom of f e as t in g on broiled child at the Lord's 
Siqipar' the choreh would not dara onpoae it, but 
prove by the Bible that it wm a righteous thing, 
of divine origin, and moM bnauuM ttan to kill the 
children off alowly bgr madiinaiy in tha faatories. 
See Oen. xxii 2. 

"We Socialists understand that the chui-ch is 
simply an army-annex dispensing thought instead 
of bullets fur the rulers, and because we know that 
to b« the ease as all history shows, the church op- 
poaaa oa. The real remedy is political rather than 
religiooa for exiating evilai yet it ia our duty to 
civilise O^e choroh mambara. 

"Vkatamallj youn^ 

"A. D. MARBLE." 

It is a well known fact that an ul.jecl of vision 
will iussumc a.s many ditt'erent aspects ii^ there are 
standpoints from which it can be viewed. Take 
one.hundred different persona and allow than to 
view th« aama object, eaeh from a diffetwit stand- 
point, and each will naturally deliver himself of a 
different opinion concerning it, depending alto- 
gether upon the viewpoint of the uividual. So it 
is in the realm of tliought. Science, philosophy, 
music, art, poetry, even history, and above ail such 
subjects as economic and political refonn become 
applicable to the same rule. Realizing the force 
of this principle all rationalists and l^Yeethinkers 
agreeing up<m the neoeaaitj of anqh,nfonM differ 
as to the method by whieh tkoae refonM an to be 
accomplished. 

In the dim and distant centuries it might have' 
been true, and undoubtedly was, that "economic 
conditions mold the ethics of the religion of all 
nations" but if we are able to read history aright 
it was not loii^ before the priest bcfraii to mold 
the economic conditions for the purpose of retain- 
ing an unholy and damning authority over the 
people. The doctrine of humble submission to 
authority taught by an assumed divine sanction 
has done more to curse mankind than many oth- 
ers that are habitually taught by the creeda The 
payment of triitute in the shape of mon«y offering* 
to tho.si- in political authority encouraged by those 
in i-elii,ru)iLs authority has led to an infamous sys- 
tem nf ta.xation a^iainst which the people are well 
ni^rii p.iwerless and against which they will ivmain 
powerless until the shackles of religious as well 
aa political tyranny are broken. It was from the 
priest that tiie king obtained the notion of his 
assumed divine right to rule over his fellow men 
and with the aid of the priest the king will insist 
that the doctrine is true and sustained by aajv- 
poaed divine authority. By keeping the pa<H^ 
in religious subjection, the mlm of tha worid, 



tyrants, if you please, are able to keep them in 
political subjection. The history of the world 
showa that in all revolutionary movements relig- 
ious freedom prf^ceded political freedom and that 
the overthrow of the priest came before the over- 
throw of the king. 

Befoi-e the revolutionary fathers of this repub- 
lic could bring their minds to that condition when 
they would gra.sp the sword and wield it in behalf 
of political freedom the power of the priest had 
been partially broken, and its breaking ca 
through the forceful advocacy of the cause of 
ligious freedom made by Thomas Paine, Thomas 
Jefferstw, Benjamin Franklin, and others of that 
period ajisociated with them. In France similar 
conditions existed. Mirabeau, Y(dtair^ Danton, 
and even Paine again, first broke the chains of 
religious tyranny and Le Qrand Honarque soon, 
thereafter, w;i.s led to the scaffold. Political free- 
dom will lie iiut a dream so long as the priest can 
retain his power over the minds of men and 
men. It is for this reason that the Blade prefers 
to strike at priestcraft for with its power destroy- 
ed kingcraft will immediately perish. 

No better illustration of this simple truth is to 
be found than in that portion of the letter quoted 
above wherein it says: "If the ruling class in our 
'iintry would establish the custom of feasting on 
■oiled child at the 'Lord's Supper' the church 
ould not dare oppose it but prove by the Bible 
that it wfus a righteous thing." Here is the essence 
(f the discussion jn a nutshell. They would ' ' prove 
ly the Bible that it was a righteous thing." This 
places the Bible in almost absolute authority in 
matters political as well as religious. Just so long 
as the priest is able to "prove by the Bible" that 
any political or religious system, however tyran- 
nical, is a "righteous thing" then have we an im- 
portant work to ilo to destroy the influence of that 
Bible over the minds of the people. 

True, indeed, no man can be a patriot on an 
empty stomach. With an aching void in the region 
of his waistband he is merely a savage animal— 
a dangerous beast. Put a square meal inside of 
him and a clean shirt on the outside and he is a 
fit subject for political saving grace. The con- 
centration of wealth in the hands of a few and the 




bellite we are always willing to 'spate for the 
cause we advocate and lova. Qnaationing ow po- 
sition Mr. Oivan waft 

"Rather should we obaerve that 'reaolta' and 
'strugglea' are the effects of existing life; that 
souls are entities from all eternity, and are tka 
'things' entitatively ,a8 countless units or iadividp 
uaities of being, without which there ia no eOf^ 

uizance of oUier things, and, ■• *JVt aaaaot I0> 
move one fact from the univenN^' tho faatOT «f in- 
dividual life continues." 

True indeed, reaults and strugglea are tka <C> 
f ects of existing life, but this admitted, the fofthp 
er fact that life, itself, is simply the result of a 
particular combination of material forces, remains 
absolutely untouched. It is also true that without 
life there is "no cognizance of other things" and 
as I had no cognizance of other things before my 
individual hie began 1 have no hope or expecta- 
tion that 1 sliall experience any such "cognizance 
of other thiugs" when I am dead. The personal 
pronoun is used here for the reason that I am 
unable to spMk for others. Although life is i|(,it 
a result that('«8ult may be made an elemeny^a 
combination i!f forces that produce other jnsolta 
which in the aggregate make up what t«ai 
existence. 

It is further argued that "our inJuBcy is not a 
mere buuiUv of atoms, in human ij^^m, with a blank 
scroll for a mind, upon which^f&thers may write 
what our iirst thoughts shall \£e." This statement 
is not borne out bf demonstrj/ted fact. Every per- 
son of iutelligene^ knows /Uiat when a child ia 
first thrust into the world/ its only sensations are 

hunger and repletim, c " 

and sometimes yea|k-^ palkBt labor lo wqah ra d 
to bring the mind^f the child to that stage whera- 
it can rema^ber likeneases and unlikeneeses, 

id furthir yajars of patient labor are required to 
teach the chihQ think and later to find expres- 
.ion for it.s Ahoughts through figures of speech. 
The chihl s >tirst thoughts" are such aa associa- 
tion and ea /ironment have produced, conjointly, 
to improve ( ^ly as his sensations increase in num- 
ber. He ma y qow begin to build his intellectnal 
edifice as hi gi^ as dfeamatanoao will permit, but 
be can nevei . ^den the foundation and this ia the 
limitation m ^ced against him by the law of his 
being. | 

p«^BC« ldoc trine of reincarnation a truth and 
hc> i^iii'i'ijl^kMiSa and <uuuMuanso£r*' 



freedom while religious superstition runs riot in 
the blood T We think not. Hence we believe that 
the remedy is religious first and that potitieal 
hange will follow: 

Clear, ringing, ant to the point are the linea 

of Pope when he said} 

Uods partial, changeful, passionate, unjust, 
Whose attributes were rage, revenge and lust; 
Such as the souls of cowards might conceive, 
.Vnd formed like tyrants, tyrants would believe. 
Zeal then, not charity, became the guide; 
-\nd hell was built on spite, luid heaven on pride." 

THE STRENGTH OF ORGANIZATION. 

I'he success of tlie present church element in en- 
j,'raflii.g upon our body politic sundry laws design- 
ed to crush out infidelity by brute force is an evi- 
dence of the strength that lies in concentration. 
The church is a well organized minority, a closely 
knit body, wherein each member makes the con- 
cern of the organization his own. On the other 
hand the Freethinkers of America tire a widely 
scattered people with no cohesive force and their 
propaganda is left almost altogether to individual 
effort. It is indeed a truth that the church party 
has become a political party which would, if it 
could, limit a man's reading to the blatherskiti 
vaudeville sermons of Sam Jones and Fox's book of 
martyrs. In this compact body the politicid tenets 
1 of the church militant is holier even than the ten 
comuumdments, presumably traced by the finger of 
Almighty God. This unholy pn^taganda ia be- 
coming a crime against the republic. It is a pois- 
oned dirk driven deep into the vitals of OUT con- 
stituti(.nal freedom. It ia a fool blaspliawy against 
Libertv, Equality and BVstemity, the tmestial 
trinity of our fathers. 

• • « • 

ANSWERING A ORITIO. 



e publish an article 
s from our views that 



Elsewhere in this 
from T. S. Givan who 
death IS the end of individual existence. 

It is the priceless heriUige of every man, woman 
or child to differ with any views uttered by the 
Blade or any of its writers and to give expression 
of such dissension wherever posible. The Blade 
will open its columns to any honest and sincere 
critciam aa well aa to the advocacy of any cause 
having for its purpose the ennobling and uplift- 
ing of mankind. Our ciiicf desire is to make the 
Hlade a people's forum wluie a lance may be 
broken in an intellectual tourney. 

.Mr. (iivaii dissents from our expressed opinion 
that doath is the end of individual existence but 
in ma.;iii^' the quotation from the Blade he has 
simply selected such portions that would suit his 
purpose for argument without quoting the full 
context Thia ia not a fair method of dJooaaaion 
but we will take Mr. Oivan'a vi«w o< it for the 
aako of the argomont liko a frwk wMhod Oanp- 



terual, subject only to change, in forms 
of exlste^c^ then that consciousness must be eter- 
nal. Take . 'our consciousness now for some glim^ 
mering ligfa ' yon tctsftsimotd bolora yoa omm on 
earth, and Ming it not, wlwt tigkt koYO yoa to 
aaaert that phia conaeiousneas wjU oontinuo aftw 
death r 



0HBI8TIA|T CARRION BEFOUL THE 
GRAVE OF EDITOR 

It's t! 



[e same old street car, 
id the same old mule; 
le old driver 

.ni£old stool. 

There hasEot been a F^ethinker of any promin- 
iice for tha past century/^or more, who, passing 
into the colcBand silent gravK priestly car- 

rion crows, t|iie gospel sharks oS>the truly Christian 
faith, have started rumors and\;^eport8 that some 
iort of recantation look place on-, the dying bed 
and that in t le last few moments of "^ckering life, 
the dying man, or woman, called on^e name of 
God. The readers of the BLADE have, doobtleas, 
learned by this time, that in the death of our late 
editor Charles Chilton Moore, no excep- 
tion wa.s made to this Christian rule. 

It is probably true that some Freethinkers recant, 
,ud it is probably tme that many Freethinkers will 
ecant m the future. The attitude of the mind 
s largely dependent upon conditions, but if every 
Ij^eethinker in America should recant at the hour 
of death, it is no proof of the existence of any 
Qod above, or even as to the truth of Cauristian ten- 
ets. As a matter of fact Christians are recanting 
every day. Every Freethinker is a recanted Chris- 
tian, some to greater, others to lesser degree, ac- 
cording to social and domestic conditions and the 
titensity of their previously formed beliefs. Every 
iueh chaiiire Ls a recantation and while the aCCSp- 
taiicc of the principles of Frcethought by some 
previouAily prominent Christian believer would not 
be accepted as convincing proof of the eveiiaat- 
g truths those principles contain, no more can 
le supposed recantation of Freethinkers be in- 
terpreted as proofs of Christianity or of the doo- 
•ines it IS promulgating. 

Sup|)08c all Freethinkers recanted on their death 
I'd. What would it prove! Simply this. It 
ould prove that while the Fn>ethinker was in full 
i>,s.session and control of all his reasoning facul- 
es, while the perception was bright and concep- 
tion clear and strong, religion, so-called, could ex- 
lor exert no influence upon his mind. But 
when the ravages of lingering sickness, the wear 
II d tear of disease, lengthened suffering and pain, 
11 combined, had weakened the brain and inqwir- 
d the intellect, and surrounded, probably, by 
Christian rel^ives or friends, who urge bobm rae- 
ognition of Arist, however slight, aome w»ak 
spouse ia mnfa in earnest, periiap% and peAapa in 



\ 



mtinued on pago four). 



TNE TWIN CURSES OF 

THE AMERICAN REPUBLIC 



MAtniiLV BXPOtmoN ow OUR — —— — 

«,UT.CAL 0...A.. .V OR. T. c::: '1^ "ir".:;:'':.^^ "i!:: 

J. tOWLM. MOHtY POWER devllisn as the courts which huiiK 

•IVIN A MMOILBM •CARINQ wiush«« In Massachusette mure than 

AND IT« INTRMUM UPON a hudrad years ago. 

THB OOVtRNMlNT tXPOSeO. t^' cruelly and the ecrlmes of the 
slav« power for M^enty-ilTe ycM 

flnda a perfect pmllel in t|i« hMut- 

, , ,,. lesanesa and malioc of tka money 
••The money power during the l^t 

w«s mmm w-t mm» .-r- ,y wreck atld rend our great republic, 

existence. ^ fe«rt«i oo«t of MUiOBn of treasure 

••For seventy.flve year. thl. ««J ^ 
republic wa» dominated and control- i ^^^^ 

led by a heartless ''^^/^^^ i ' the money power during the last 

slave power, and for the last thirt\ i ' *~ 

years it has been domnlnated and 



trolled by a iienrUe«i oUgarchy call 
•d tke nmeir p vi n tt 

'•rot MveBty-ST* y«tn tk* slave 
power Inap.red all the sUtotea. and 

for the last thirty years the money 
> power has made all the laws. For 
'aeveniv-live years the slave power 
nil Si both houses of Congress ' 
its tcols and a«eiits, and for the 
thirty^ears the money power 
coerced and purchased enough 
both housBs of Congrees to carry for- 
ward iU UiCamoiM schemes oi rob- 
berr wd spollaUon. 
■•For seventy>^ years the slave 




.lefferson. Vri 



1 and Wash- 



I from .lefferson and .Tackson I 

ver Cleveland and Dav.d B. Hi 
(if w honi are Don gulxotes , 

I Its infanioi 
I p«:rforn. al 
I Ing offices. 

' 'Both of these hypocritical scoun- 
drels are so devoted to their maater 
that they alwaya take an aotlve part 

in nominating both the Republican 

and Deniocratlc candidates for presl- 

puwer aMBlnst an> iKxssible harm. An 
Anireican citizen who votes for any 
man for prealdent that is acpeptable 
to tiMae twin monetiN altonld be 
sent to as aaylvn fbr the feeble mind- 
ed. 

"Tlie only htve now left to de- 
stroy the money power and re«nehor 

the republic to the Declaration of In- 
dependence is to drive the Benedict 
.\niolils and .hidas Iscaricts cut of 
the i>eniocratie party Into the Hepub- 
lican party, whi re lliey prop, rly be- 
long, and ail, use and awalien the 
honest men of all parlies an,l align 
them IT possible under the leadership 
of some Illustrious patriot, who wor- 
shipe at Ue ahrlae of JeCeraon and 
, Lincoln. 



I Us foot upon thefr necke, before they 
will wake up. The aooner It makes 
the attempt to take the country and 

run it, the better for American liber- 
ty, anil the worse for It, for it will 
then be everlastingly ami eteinally 
put out of business. 

There Is going to be a religious 
c:ash eventnaUy and Freethlnkera wel- 
come It ju Mich epoch will make the 
beginning of the reign of Freethonght 
AH religious strife has ended with 
(I si;nsi for rellKlon, and advancement 
of liberty of thought and speech, so 
Freethinkers need have no fears, if 
tne bigots must flghl, let 'em fmlil. 

The editor cT the Freeman .■; Join - 
nal says; "•Let us call our poor Imt 
faithful Irish Catholics from every cor- 
ner of the world, and c^tker them Into 
.the very heart of tkoee prond cttadela 



building up." 
This Is as amusing as a atory I 

heard the other day. A stranger in 

Cine nnatl asked an Irishman the pop- 



<if thv city 



We 



slave powei 



Ing ihe \ 



t be t 



, the s 



"Wvr w««Bty>flve years the 

the puUle 

prese, and for the last thirty years 

the money power ha.s subsidized it, 
lo pnsli fi(rwa:il thi ii schemes of In- 
famy. For sevtuiyii\e years the 
slave power compelled the occupants 
of nearly every pulpit to uphold the 
divinity of slavery, and for the "^"^ I "bandit 

thirty years the money l>ower has I ^ misanthropic kings 

made theee ambaseadors ot God ui^l^^^ „ ^^^^^ luxuriantly 

hold tht dlTlBltjr of fold and sus- ,^ ^^^^^ 
tain thMr Tile aad devttWi achemes , ^_^p 

to enslave the common people in this i ^^^^ robberv. 1 

'•'^P"'''"^ I fraud, Jnd all its joys 

1-or sew nt> ln.- y :us the s ave ^^^^ ^-ke.' an<J j;uin 
pijvsil- IJliMl ilie iJieMileniial chair. w "•^ 



ty five years of Its leprous existence, 
and when we think of the suffering 
and death, the poverty and crime, the 
cruelty and malice, the suicide and 
the rrtea <rf orphana, directly caused 
by tliia IntaaoM monster, it ie dlffi- 
cut {a understand how any human 
beinf can throw th4 weight of his 
inflvnce to perpetuate the rule of 
the Republican and Democ r atic par- 

the altar of the money power 
'6 found on their knees all the| 
and tyrants of Europe; at thej 
of this god may be foimd on 
fcneea the BelmonU and Uie 
ilorgane .the Dave Hllla. Tom Platts 
Depews, the Clevehmds, the 
. tbe McCalls, the Alexanders 
icCurdys, and every member of 
trust and every syndicate In 
th^ ( nlted States. 

■fijhis foul monster called the 
monefy power, made up as It is b\ 
the kadera of tbe two o:d parties, Is 
the )c'<H Pioduct of all the wlcked- 
" It had Ite origin 



in 



opinion tbal a Lincoln or a .lefl^ 
will In the near future lead an 
sisiible army of patriots to th« h: 
Iwx, and with whips and thoi.us 
righteous indignation drive from the 
temple of liberty the vampires that 
have ft>r th rty yean lived upon the 
blood of the toiling millions. 

"IT Ihe money power which now 
the |iiii|iil. Ihe pre.'^.'^, the 



"poor but faithful Irishman. " 

•Is that all?" said the gentleman, 
••Why, from the 
olty, I 

be four or Ave 
"Well," said Pat, "ef ye count all 

the damned Dutch, I suppose ther Is 
that many." 



t all t 



? Irish, but Ihe raw Cath 



thai 



i biit 1 



pi-.-si- 



Stat 



■th cintur 



iral;e the circuit of this wornl, ami 
the whole human family will reach 
the higheet plane of happiness ever 
before achieved ainoe man first set 
his foct upon this beautiful earth. 

• T. .). BOWLES. M. D. 
■ Munrie. ln,I." 



WHEN ROME 

RULES AMERICA 



DR. WILSON POURS IN A BROAD- 
SIDE UPON THE BOASTS OF 
CATHOLICISM. NOT ^ |f ACT 
LEFT TO STAND 



Well, when 'the poor and faithful 
Ir.sh from all parts of the world" are 
are called hero to take this oountry, 
they will flhd not oalr • lot oC 
ed Dutch," but a damned anrprMngly 
lot of other (leople bealdea. 

The other day I called profeasional- 
ly on a Catholic family, to whom I 
had given a half tone picture of my- 
se f. As 1 entered, the wife waa plac- 
im my picture In a frame that 
h 1 1 a picture of Pope Leo, cf Blese- 
ed Memory. 

•What's this? What's thiar eald 
I, "taking the Pope's pietare out of 
that frame, and pnttlns mine In are 
you. I don't believe you are a very 
good Catholic." 

"Well," she replied, "I wanted your 
picture In a frame, and Just concluded 
that hjs had been there long enough.' 

When the women gels to acting up 
like this. It will be some time before 
tbe Holy Fathers will be running this 
country. W. 



crime of human slavery, and fcr jguergi 
last thirty years the money Powe^nye, 
has mied this highest executive of-' 
I and apologlstb, 
k.net Ameri- 




70,000 

power had to be dertroyed 

and sw|ord, and :f our children a 
be savM fn,m s avery far worse 



•For seventy-live yeara the slave 

power made sleuth hounds of every 
American citizen to aid in Its hellish 
work, and the money power in ISSC 
made spies and detectives of all its 
pliant tools to hunt down and per- 
secute every honest man In this great 
nation. 

"For seventy-live years 
power enpproaaad the freedom 
ipeaoh. the aMiet aacred of all 
righU, and tor the last thirty 
the money power has 




this problem all other 
sink into insignificance ; 
and tariff bllla, Inter- 



learning the unfuthi 
their devilish 
infamy 



hiimaliy,. (ieptlis of 
uuie^ and infinite 

sevenly-flve^-^ears the slavejjjj^. 
incited yboba. applied 11** ' pf ,j,J 
1^ fiendish vengeance , 



lents and the race problem, 
[aiVnershlp of public utilities 
nKli(,ns can never 
he public mind 
iwer is burled In 
of tbe past, and 
the r lople rescued from the rob- 
bery ind spoliation and plunder of 
this s»ulles8 Frankenstein, which now 
has lig iron hee: upon the goddeea of 



torch, and 

peraecuted junto death the good and 



The Catholic World, of 
» I says: "The Catholic church 
>{cne-thlrd of the population and if Its 

nieniliers-bip sliall increase for the 

iluri, ycai> past. Home will have! 
a majority and poasess this country 
and keep ;t. There is 'ere long to be 
a State religion In thla country and 
that religion Is to be Roman Catholic. 
The Roman Catholic U to mleU hia 
vote for the purpose of securing Cath- 
olic ascendency In this oountry." 

In reply to McGce, e(dltor Free- 
man's Journal the bishops and priests 

lo take po.ssession of the United 
States and run them." Le us then 
muliply our vote; let us call our poor 
but faithful Irish Catholics from every 
comer of the world and gather them 
into the very hearto of thoee proud 
citadels whieh tbe Tankeea are so 
rapidly bulldtaig up."— Chrlstlsii Ad- 



Let hap a disaster, a trouble, a kies, 

JusI meet the thing boldly and never 



ar, with people 
;ndl.v:whatev 



sympathy for the differing and sor-.^.^^ ^^^^ j^.^^^^,^ 

^wlng black man, who had Ue destroyed by the people, provided 

...v,i 1 nii. v^iora p^.^|.y ]^,ya[ nian will forget that he 

is a Republ.can, Uemocrat, Prohlbl- 
tloniat, Socialist or Single Taxer and 
remember cnly that he ia a patriot, 
and give -his support <mly to men 
who love the republic and revere the 
memory of .lefferson und Lincoln and 



pobl>€d and whipped for 2 
an<l for the la«t tJiiriy years the 
nioney power with Bh< ullsh glee has 
watched 80,000,0U0 toiling men and 
-mrniTn hopelessly helpless in the toils 
«r «tt hilliBh greed. | 
"Wor Mnrenty-llve yesrs the slave] 
power eieated aU the oourU and 
itoroed tb«n to decide that it was! 
right to trafflc In human flesh, and 
for he la<t thirty years tbe money ' 
power his clothed with ermine a set 
oT men called Judges who have glor- 
ied in cheerful obedience to the de- 
mands of their heartless master, and 
some of their decisions have been as 
monstrous as the court that condemn- 
ed aocrates to take the fatal draught 
of kanlock: some of their deeWona 
have been as infamoue as the court 
which condemned Jesus Christ to walk 
barefoot over the stony streets of Jer- 
usalem while bending beneath the bur- 
den of the cross for no other offense 
but denouncing the wickedness of hy- 
e ot their 



the eowt which eondeaoned fhir Vlr- 
glaMi w a slave, one of the darkest 
•MM history: some of 
I have been as shocking 
to the moral senee of mankind as 
the court which compelled Galileo 
to solemnly deny the great truth 
whlcb he had discovered that the 
earth revolves around the sun; some 
r have been as sav- 
I lighted the 
Whidh glo 



Ih ■ iTairiots ami heroes who 1 
died f. r liberty 

"Tlie men who now direct and 
trol I lie machinery of both the old 
polittcul part es are pliant tools of 
the money power, and It would be 
idiotic and absurd for any citlsen to 
expect to deetroy thla hydra headed 
monster by supportiag with his ballot 
any nian who was aeceptab:e to these 
Judas Iseariots. 

"There is an Infinite distance be- 
tween Abraham Lincoln and Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, and the Republican 
party as now constituted can never 
be transformed, because the germs 
if patrlctism In the hearU of lU 
leaders have long since been crushed 
out, not only by plundering millions 
of ptople at home, but by exploiting 
and enslaving Innocent and unoffend- 



I clip ihi- iilH.ve from that lively lit- 
tle .\nti-Cath()lic paper, "The l^eople's 
Press," Ch cage — 5(i c< nts a ye( 
worth a good deal more than 

Of all the bombaaUc 
ict loose In print, there Is non^ to ez- 
ceod that of the editors of the < 
prees. Here is he Catholic [World 
claiming one third of the pop^ation 
and prophesies that In thirty years, 
the Caholic church will have the ma- 



ity; 



it w.ll take 
. 1 will tell yi 



in^' 1 



■, pl^. 



pa 



Ther 



for 



i..e very nature of this overbearing 
brute to make Itself offensive, even 
to its own people, because tb«y can- 
not stand is abuses and tyrknniea. 
How then, in this age, when it |le less 
capable of conceallnc. lu designs— how 
can It even hope to Uke this oountry 
and keep it? 

The facts are that the (^"atholic 
church has only Il',00i),ii(j(i lis own 
publis.ied statistics, ami thi list is 
greatly padded. It not only includes 
Infanta, but many dead peopl^, and 
hosts, who have grown Indifferent, 
and long ceased to attend church. But 
for immigration, tbe drop in the Cath- 
Mc population would be startling. 

I ursed to have some fears of the 
V athollc church getting ihls country. 



I Wouldn't be < 

at home 
They love yo» 
may come. 
Yon may count on tbe kinsfolk around 

jou to staad. 
O. loyally true, to a brotherly hand! 
So. since the flae gold far aMasdeth 

the draaa, 
I wculdnt he c 



I wouldn't be cross with a stranger. 

Ah no! 

To the pUgr.ms we meet on the life 

path we owe 
This klndneaa. to give them gooA 
cheer a» they paaa. 

To clear cut the flint stone and plant 



No bitterness 
may heal 

The wound which the soul is too proud 

to reveal. 
No envy hath peace; by a fret and a 

jar 

The beaiitifiil work of our hands we 

Let happen what may, dear, of trouble 
and kMS, 

I wouldn't b« eross, love, I wouldn't 



best analysis of Mature^ prove that 
there never was a hStflniiig of things 
vUlble or Invisible; that not one Jot 

or little can be added to or taken from 
the inv.slble forces or visible sub- 
si itnces ul universal nature; that, as 
eeiiaiiily as the universe exisu ami 
as we exist Just so oertalnly have we 
always existed, and will forever exist. 

Our Infancy here la Mt a mere bun- 
dle of atoms, in huntaa form, with a 
blank scroll for a mind, upon whicb 
others may write what our first 
thoughts shall be. Omr baby souls are 
already inscribed with ancestral here- 
Uiiary ami personal histories, some of 
wbuu will be levealed here. .Many oi 
iln_ iiiialities we possess have been 
stored away in the inherent peculiarl- 
tlts of our naturea and secret vaults 
from o«r uat o( ancient op 
We have many innate 
Ideas and .ntuitional conceptions not 
oom of experience here, or Imparted 
from associates, which cleerly Indi- 
cate a previous life to this. Parents 
are imi parents of the body, and lov- 
iiin. wiitchful guaifllans of the soui 
of the child, which they intuitively 
feel is an Independent spiritual 
Uty, having iu owa hihacwt tacu.tiee 
of leellBg and tataltaet. Inalienable 
rights and aecountabllltlea. 

There could never have been a time 
when there was no Intelligence 
plan and instruct, and also to compre- 
hend and construct Inactivity could 
not have become active, without in- 
herent force or ens 
ingness would have 
nothing. 

There ia no sweeter htve than that 
we ahall live again and always; again 

as children Of the precious past, as 
lovers of the long ago, as parents of 
the darling tots that have made our 
hearts radiant with holy Joy, to be 
peated aga.n and again in the endless 
ages of the Forevermore! — T. S. 
GIVAN. 



NATURE KNOWS NOT 
ETERNAL FORMS 



(By Otto Weltsleiu^ 
ndau said: "Matter .s not that 
Ly capacity wntcn philosophers 
and theoiogiaae have pictured It, but 
universal mother, who brings 
forth all things as the fruit of her own 
womb. Nature Is seen to do all things 
spontaneously, witnout the meddling 
of the gods." 

linal analysis noihlng exists but 
matter in .is iiiumeral 



AOoodRoMM 

to Try 



It traverses t territory rich in 
andevelop> d resources, a territory 
containing unlimnel Dosslhililies for 
agriculture, hort culture, Hock rais- 
ing, mining shd n.u nuiacturing. And 
last, but not least, it is 

The Scenic Route 
for Touriats. 

The Frfsee tmm now ofters tnc 
traveling pubHc tvusHeni gervlce sno 
fast time- 
Between Si. cr>u:s sad Kansss 
City and points In Mlasomi, Rsnws. 
Arkjnsss, Oklahoma. Indisn Terri- 
tory. Tex»s and tne Southwest. 

Between Kansas Citv and points 
III lenncsse;, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Florida and ihe Southesst. 

Between Birmlnghsm and Mem- 
phis snd points In Kansas. Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Indnn Territory. Texss 
snd the West ar ! SouihweM 



Full 



nn a-' lo route snd 
cheerfulivt'irn;mv,-d upon appli- 
n to snv 'ei.-,»enraiive of the 



OBJECTS t 
The Complete Separatioo . 
Church and State. 

BT WHICH WE DEMAND 
L The TaMtlon of Church Proptrty. 
2. The abrogation of all lawa favoring th 
■enrance of Sunday aa a boly-itay. 

■rm.v, navy, l^iaEituiea, and oilii-r Stal 
■titutiona. 

. Tht (brccatlon ot the Judicial oath li 
courta and In Inaugural ceremonlei, an 
other Irgal recagnition of religion, aui 
ral^oua laathrsli, nri^iv of Uunkai 

. That BO dlploostlo I'dsUoos Ui 



tbe Ci»- 

. of ^ -tl- 



t. The ahnnntlon ol 



ent physical and chemical qualities or 
poienc.es of matter the source of all 
cosuilc activity and organic ilfe. Ab- 
solutely no extraneous agencies, fash- 
ioning worlds, constellations, mice or 
11. en have ever been discovered by 
telescope or microscope— none need- 
ed. The sols faetors producing phe- 
nomena sre setive and enwlpreeent 



The Org:aniMtk>n Into a Potttlad 
Body. 

t. By likewtoe ndatlw Ul smriisehDMBts af ••• 

cleaiaaticiam upon the State. 

creeJo? party, wtieii uif 



noma. The latter, being inflnlte in 
aggregation, this Is the only rational 
explacatlun. The Job la too big lor 
one agent, lieing mind or oT God, un- 



pads (1 



4. By 



y persecuted for n 
lion or belief. 

By prerentlnr the eompt rein of Danopoly 
and iiartiianahip through Direct Legialation Iqr 
the InitiatiTe and Belerendum. 
By adroeatlBg e<rial rights snd Miss to sh- 
givlng^ vromtn '"j 'J'^''*5|^^*J^|g'"3| 



THE BEST LINE 



TAKM A DIFFIIIINT VIIW. 

Jas. E. Hughee in the "Blue Orass 

niade," of Sunday, March 4, 190C, Its 

ixj s death end all? Why shoulu 
death 1)6 regarded as aught but the 
end of Individual ex;Btence? Let it be 
observed that life Is not an entity. 
Life Is not a thing. It Is simply a re- 
sult. For every germ t 



mystery- and ilieii ar«uiiieut eeast ; 

Nature Is like a great Kaleidoscup 
n perpetual mouon — Ita forms eve 
soope ever the same. 



ttr, Man Is a form of matter, hence 
not eternal. Thougn the crowning 
work of nature he must humbling sub- 
mit to the Inexorable edit of bis en- 

vironinenls. slz,, that which begins 
must <i;il .Nc ili persisui, all forms 

ter In Is elementary form. 

When men, flowersk tree* and cos- 
mic bodlee are "created' this Is true 
only In a restricted sense. These are 
not creative but simply formative pro- 
cesses—pre-existing matter assuming 
other forms. When the "White City" 
was created In 1898 not an atom was 
created — when Chicago was laid low 
in ashes not an atom was annihilated. 
Forms of matter changed, but their 
constituents survived. As wood, stone 
or metal la needed to buUd a house or 
temple^ so the physical structure Is a 
necessity to fashion a man. And as 
the house is no mere when destroyed 
HO man emls wtu ii Mh organism. 



MONON ROUTE 



-Warn 



M 



, whici: 



1. i.s no 



■iplsoopyri 
VtCTON 4. WHKH i « OO. 

(Pmteat Attends.) 



will I 



thirt. years its leaders have descend- 
ed to immaasureab.e depths of In- 
fani}, and it would bs tainlte folly 
(or any intelligent American citlsen to 
cast his ballot for any one of the 
BeiKdIct Arnolds who oonirol this 
polit cal party. 

tere Is also an InHnlte distance 



"Tjier 



but outside of a few great cities. It 
will aevar get to show lU hand. 

I doa't kMW but what it would be 
a good thfaig for Catholldam to get 

tna upperhand in some of our cities, 
for It wlU soon show Itself — la fact 
it can't help but show lUelf, and a 
lot of sleepy people will have to feel 



thousand that are lost" 

Rather should we observe that "re- 
Kiilts' and struggles" are the effects of 
.xlhting life; that souls are entllieH 
from all eternity, and are the "things, " 
entltatlvely, as countless units or in- 
dlvtduaUtioa oK being, without which 
there ia ao oogBlsance of other things, 
and, as "you can not remove one fact 
from the universe," the factor of indi- 
vidual life continues. 

The trend and evidence of the co-re- 
lated sciences, in their broadest and 



'■Oh threats of Well and hopes of Para- 
dlesl 

One thing at laaat Ig eartaln— this 
life flies. 

One thing is certain, asd the rest is 



The Indian Ukee his dog to hei 
en: tbe palefact sends his brother 

holl. 

When a man prays one day and 
steals six the Great Spirit thunders 
and the evil one Uni^ 



1" Ills .1 uni I r !' ' >i>Udoi>t U. I taodboofe on PateuU 
■prclol fuXica. without oharge, la tb* 




Jueeph Coiilti 
about Shelley's aihclsni. He could not 
tiave recanted ou his "death bed, " be- 
CAUM he drowned wlule yacbting oO 
t of lUUy. 
WUUun Blthop— Your article was 
too long. We did not have space 
enough to publish it. Condense youi 

John l.ally— 'I- 

■U iieiiis are 
fcdward Uaiier— Ad iresi 
phine K. Henry, Versailles, Ky., una 
tncloee ^5 cents for pamphlet. 

John Benbry— We deal with the 
maCtor yoa Mad oa Mitar Moore's 
daath la aa adtt 

Aditor Moore said nothing of the 
kind. 

John Kastenbuber— Mrs. Moore is a 
Freethinker and has been fur years 
She did not say: "The family hopes 



Blade goea to New Zealand. 

Wellin«ton, New Zealand. 
Oaar Brothnr Moora, 
•Tm will doabUeas raoMmber laa 
aa being formerly of Petaluma, Cal., 
and one of your subscribers. I have 
at various times sent clubs of Kub- 
Kribers to you from that place. 

I am now traveling quite extensively 
ihroughottt New Zealand and with a 
watchful eye ever on the good work 
yoa are engaged In, and finding many 
good people out here anxloua to dellb- 
•rate tbemaelYea and other* from the 
mental bondage that has long held 
th«m In Bubjectlon, that I have made 
up a club for yoft which will be for- 
warded by Mr. Al.en, of ChrUtchurchf 
td.— JOHN MASON. 



Wmi Tha Right Ring. 

Huntlngburg, Ind. 
Jamaa B. Hughes, 

Dear friend: — Your card to the pub- 
lic in last week's Issue of the "Blue 
Uraas Blade" Just suited me. Noth- 
ing but a pure and honest brain could 
pen such thoughts. We -suggi'st that 
you put your picture right by the Hide 
Of Friend Moore's, in the Blue U 
Blade, that, the readers of your paper 
wlU htsf aoma idaa of your appaar- 



[dye is cast. 

lowers may grow from my dust, 
I may feed the roots of the trees 
.My body will g 
But 1 11 haT« :pitmoniftta to grieve. 



In death my foflPls not spent. 

My aubstanc* #U1 all be here, 
Only thoughts i^ be absent, 

I will not thlai.:hope or fear. 

'WtUAM JUNKEm. 

Concord, N. C. , 

Like a 'Wtlng" It Came, 
les e. Hugkls, 

air and BT^fber.— Lil<e a sting 

tf Dear Old Broth 
H 



Mr. Jami 

Dear Sir 
has come the 
er Moore's death, 
meet him i>ei 
now it is loo late. 



first oMiortunlty I hare bad to write 
'to yon, t aarUtaljr racrat yary much 
to laam of tba daath of Brothar C. C. 
Moore. Give my sympathy to tha be- 
reaved family. I can sympathize with 
them to the bottom of my heart for it 
is but a short time since I lost my 
dear companion. 

I see also that Dr. WtlaoB baa loM 
his little girl, tita only child. Oh. bow 
sad this death Is for the living. 1 
have lost a husband, a sister, a broth 
er, a nephew and a cousin In less than 
a year. It seems that trouble never 
comes singly, I certainly have had i 
share.— MRS. LOTTIE HBSTON. 

The Kind That Helpa. 

jUhlaad, Ky. 

Friend Jim:— After ao kmc a time 
you will And aaeloaed my dtaek 
18.00 for which you will aand the 
Blade to the following names. 

1 am well pleased with the last issue 
of the Blada. We all mlaa our old 
friend and loader C. C. Moore, .but you 
l<now it won't do to give up. We must 
all work the harder to keep up that 
which he .so nobly fought for. Wish- 
ing you all the success in the world, 
1 am your friend.— BANNINQ GRAY. 



uught to Have Lived Forever. 

Athens, Ohio. 
Mr. Jas. B. Hughes:— For the In- 
c'.osed dime please mail one copy of 
he Blade of February 18 to Mrs. J. 
T. Homer, Flacastle, O., and then mail 
two or three copies of tha aame 
issue. 

I believe it la takan for grantad that 
all of tha Blada% kttbaartfeai* rary 
much regrat tha ddiBlaa of oar graat 

champion. 

O, how we would like to have had 



THINKING. 

X^om Cincinnati Knquirer>. 
The Highest prerogative ol a man 
I* to think, and it is in the sphere ol 
thouglft that his highest capacity is 
exercised. Not oniy so, but li ia what 
he th^ks, rather than what ha does, 
that aiakes hlai what ha la. and it U 
unlfomily irua that aa ha thinks he 
will ^t. "As a man thinketh m his 
heart so is he." 

A greiii majority of people, en her 
from not rt>all;!iug the im^rianio ol 
controlling their thoughts or from In- 
capacity of will, allow them to drill 
from one subject to anoth- 
dwell without restraint uj^ 
on tlMnga which should be systema-< 
ucal.^ excluded from tha mind. The 
liraaatep m charaoiar building is for 
a mail to take control of himself, not 
lerejy to the extent of making his 

ventU>nu 



despising gove 



aoriuai uuuuund. 

itio uiuituuiUionaira wlio buys leg- 
islation, or bribas courts, or e\ ades 
yrucess-servara doaa not naed to 
uiouih itM ooatampt tor tovarauato; 
ne expresses it ooiy coo eiaarly la hla 



be 



entered from the t 



uu.v ue>eloped into a very acute form 
ui stomach trouiilj, terminating In 
death at tbe end of only ten day's 111- 
nesa, 

uuring his sickness, he was very 
patient, bearing his troubles without 
a murmur and very sollcltlous for 
the welfare of those caring for him. 



M ed to be an 0 



spcUKuble anarchy 



lega. 



md coil 



standards but such control 
ible him to direct the cur- 
rent!. of his inner life. This can be 
most saccessfully dona by beginning 
with what may be called a generic 
choice. W'e find ourselves in a world 
here is and aiwaya has been 
unceasing conflict between good and 
■■. between forces and tendencies 



/hi« I 



hera 



• for 



1 livt 



a for 



promotion of 
hiyh.T iinii iower in our ua- 
Ihe high privilege is given 
man of saying, with the 
hoj I force of his will, "I choose and 
esol ire for the term of my brief stay 
be on the side of all that is 
and uplifting;" or he may dellb- 
erat^y make the opposite choice, as 
Amh^ have and do, saying 'evil be 
thou, my good; or ..e may, with Ih 
Jority, withoiil consciousi; 



greed and cunnuic uaa tha Oovan- 
uieni as a tool oy wnich 
luetr millions from the tolling many, 
are not letting tnelr 
8 team blow off at the safety valve 
ol speecii, bu are carefully uirecting 
.1 into the silent cylinder and 
uig It a steady, iucaicuable force for 
evi; in every phase of I 



3 the other It la 

rthoni it is neither. Liul a protection 
to good order and thrift, can recog- 
nize the two classes only as 
enemies. 

1 he labor union official who baches 
anarchy no mora repreaenU the santl- 
ii.ent of labor unloaliin than tha mul- 



hat he might rejoice with future gen 
eratlons in the ultimate triumph ot 
the great iM'Inclplea and beUafs aa ha 
saw them with the aye of raaaon In- 
stead of faith. But Natnra'a laws are 
Inexorable, and many yet, parhapa, are 
tbe Oalilaoa and Bmnoa, who never 
wli: live to aae tha world enjoy the 
fruits of their lab<>rs. 

r on In the enjoyment 



and 



the 



aaa ao yoong a man, doing auch a 
grand work. 

But dear Jim, you and all other 

Freethinkers ought to get encourago- 
nieii from the tbouKht of your havInK 
been selected as :i Hiandjiiror. H 
certainly made .Mr. .Moure feel like 
shouting, and all should try to live as 
I Ufa as Frtand Moore 



How I longed to 
Irae, but 
will miss 

his writings in the 'BUde, his wit of 
humor; but we hope wliu sincerity, 
that the HIade wlli stUi move on, cut- 
liUK its way througblbyths and super- 
stition. Ycu caB'atfll dapend on Dear 
Kirs. Henry an d^ U tijillson, the lat- 
sympathy 



that ! 



rid 



near a pnlaet I 
has. ■oUvathat 



B is d 



/ 



1 



with us, onr naighbors and friends 
will nave more respect for our yet liv- 
ing friend's feelings than to say, "I 
hope he, or she, as tbe case might 
:perienced a change, simply be- 
they may remark a few days be- 
fore dying, "Well if 1 thought there 
a God, 1 would want to thank liim 
for this beautiful day." It always 
grataa on my mind, to hear a mother 
or fathar lAy hi tha praaaaea of their 
family: "What arer la God'a will, la 
mine," It la too dMtonorable, cold and 
seibsh for any one 
family ties 



Emphatic and Forecful. 

Mound .Minnesota. 
My Dear .Mr. Hughes— I commenced 
taking the HIade about Ave years ago, 
and wish to say tliat the number dat- 
ed March tha 4th. UM la the beat 
number that avar flwna to ma! 

1 like editorial writing myaelf, ea^ 
pedally if it is pat aa you pat It. 

Yen say that some are stopping the 
Blade because Mr. Moore is no long- 
er editor! I wonder it they think that 
a deoent way to honor a dead friend. 

that little quarrel 1 had with 



have outgrown all its Santa Claus fan- 
cies. May the influence of C. C. Moore 
tha Infidel, extend In a geometric ra- 
tlorannually until all mankind become 
rational in matters of religion.— CHAS 
R. KIMBERLY. 

Goes Right to the Spot 





Mcore auout Rockefeller six months 
ago. but I'll be d- - U I atop it now. 

Of coaraa^ I may not taha it long aa 
I am tear motha older than Mr. Moore 
waa, bat I wtU tiUta it as long as I can 
has a respect | and don't yoa torget It— DR. SCHUCK 
It is true my — — 
nibther and father may have uttered Likes The Improvement, 

hose words, but they never meant [ .My Dear Mr. Hughes, 

Why, dear reader, voii or 1 Allow me to congratulate you on the 



wouldn't stand for the burning of an 
. Id Collar boUad. aaddle scarred mule 
ovar four minutaa. 

L«t as all taha aooraga and try for 
pragraaa, that wa can now sea and 
ksow Friand Moore made and rally 
to the snM»rt of the Blue Ofass 
Blada.— DONALD D. * W. C. DALY. 



Mr. Jas. E. Hughes. 

Dear Sir:— The sa 
Dear Editor's iteaiu w 



his Hrst attack, yet hoping be wouid 
live to share some of the honors he 
bHs gained by his many hard fought 
battles. We will ail feel his loss, yet 
I cherish his cause. I extend my sym- 
pathy to his family, and my best 
wishes for the future of the B. O. B. 
by inclosing $1.00 to move my date 
to March 1907.— F. B. SiSK. 

Fram a Sincere Heart. 

in, Oregon. 



I fri. I 



t for y 



remember the good he has done. He 
built greater than nature. His body 
will pass away. But hia good name 
and noble deeds and great and heroic 
efforts in behalf of a priest-ridden peo- 
pla. will endure aa long as time lasts. 

So Brother Hughes keep the dear 
old BnMhar'a ptctora In the paper as 



mprovement of the "Blade " of 
March 4th. There is only one error in 
it. You should hava out out tba rtdl- 
culcus club ratea at BO canto. Tliera 
Is no one able to take a paper at all 
who Is not able to pay $1 00 a year 
for same. But it is never loo late to 
mend, so cut it out and then stop all 
subsoriplon at the end of the year. 
WlaUas yoa soooaaa. I am,— J. F. B. 
ULLABO, 
Harrodabarg; Ky. 

Wanta a lattar Fletura. 

New York. 
My Dear Mr. Hughes:— I wish you 

might be prevailed upon to substitute 
that beautiful and accurate picture oT 
Mr. Moore which is printed at the 
head of the last column of the first 
page of the Blade of February 18. The 
picture that has stood ao long Is worse 
than a caricature of the man. It no 
more Indlcatea his Intellectual quall- 
t.es than would a picture ot some other 
man who never saw Mr. Moore. It 
has always been a surprise to me that 
Mr. Moore was contented to have him- 
self represented by such a cut as so 
long stoo<l at the head of the Hrst col- 
umn of the Blade. You will at least 
please on? reader ot tha Blada if you 
win consult a few of hla nmny readers 
on this subject, such as Mrs. Jose- 
phine K. Henry, Dr. Wilson, Dr. 
Bowles, and some others— B. B. 
FOOTB. 

From Watson Heston'a Widow. 

Carthage, Mo. 

Mr, Hughes, 
Dear Sir and Friend— This is the 



because good old Brother M<k>re 
gone. I knaw Brother Moore, 
spent a day with htm in Indlanapoll 
and 1 thought him a grand old 
l>et us now turn our attention to the 
living and go on with the good work 
of Kreethought. I am glad and proud 
to know that tbe Blade has not gone 
down in sise and quality, to my mind 
the Blade of March 4th was the best 
for Fraethought that It has been Tor 
yeara. Brother Hughea has gone at 
the clergy with a sharp pen and I am 
glad of it. He places argument that 
makes the Christian wondei^ why he 

That "Ca(n, A Mystery" makes the 
Christian have less faith in his god 
and is worth more than Jim's weight 
in gold. I raad that to a Chrlatian and 
he said: "I narar thought of that be- 
fore." 

That kind of argument is for Free- 
thought. It makes the Christian stop 
and ponder and lose falh in his cruel 
creed. Brother Hughes strikes 
straight and causes thoughts to arise. 
While I admire all of our Blade writ- 
ers, I can't see that any of them write 
any better for the cause than Hughes. 
I only wonder that ha haa not turned 
his pan loose long aco. Hara is my 
dollar with good fUlowahlp for the 
Blade and aU Ita frianda.-0. R Wyatt. 



Muncie, Indiana. 
Friend Hughes:— The last Issue of 
the Blade is superb In every way. You 
are the right man in the right place 
and the future of the Blade was nev- 
er ao brlriit 08 it la today. T. J. 
BOWLB8. 



■neaurating Talk. 

Stinnett, Ky. 

Editor James E. Hughes, 

Have Jusl read the issue of th 
Blade of .March Ith iind want to giv 



intluence of the momeiv(. If he makes 
the fundamental choice the control 
beao^es much eaaidr, each minor act 
of will and exercise of thought falling 
into natural relations with the deter- 
mining one and conforming their col- 
or add character to it. 

HTven wnen such a choice has been 
mad.- It re(iiiiies ci.nsiant vigilance 
and e.Keroise of ih,- will to eoiif. iiii 
to it. Every iiuiid is 
tiouh', and the same causes excite 
similar thoughts in all minds, but the 
:ht consequent upon the sugges- 
inay enter and be welcomed, or 
-ated, and dweit upon until it 
certain to result in action, wb 
tuniy presents Itself, or it may 
solutely turned out of the mind 
enered, which 
les It less likely, each time it is^ 
nth. to return. It may b^ 
Suxais 



These diseased growths wlj ai have 

rni\>i,vd out uptjn labor unlc/'lun and 
I' upon business practises are[flke hid- 
1 eous and hateful to both, . fob suf- 



waa ersr oommltted 
oeen aoaa orar and over in secret 
thought, where it might have been 
smothered. "Nemo Tuit repente tur- 
pisslmus." As of crimes, so of good 
j deeds. Pope says: "And what he 
thought he nobly dared." 
nly is It thus made appai 
? will lies back of al. moral 



char 



determinative and .ts constant right 
exercise formative, which makes a 
man responsible for what be is, but 
on it also chiefly depends a man's in- 
tellectual standing. If he so exercises 
his will power as to be able to 
cent rate his mental faculties on what- 
ever work he has in hand, and thus 
steadily trains and strengthens them 
so that they y.eid ready obedience t. 
nls demands his mind wi.l become a 
more useful and effective Instrument 
than the highest geniua without dlrec- 

The poet aays, "My mind to me a 

kingdom is" and it Is in that kingdom 
that we find our true lives. There 
we are free, though bodily chained in 
dungeon, to soar beyond the 



ers from it like a man with a Wicer. 

It la waU to ramamber that the an 
archy at aaitfear amna couM axlst 
but for fault in tha •oyammaat. If 

government were all that it ooi^ to 
be, no man, or set ot men, oIMM use 
it as a tool. And none coultt regard 

When the powerful, cunning, prae^ 
licai Anarchists at one extreme have 
been whipped out of their advantage, 
the noiay little fellowa at the other 
end may be eaally haahsd. 



8ELKCTE0 FROM AN e VhaNQE. 



■■^ The following from h,v ('eoples' 
Press, of Chicago, will l..;.|f()uiul o( 
Interest to those who still ^Jdieve the 
Edenic story of the ttiuplftion and 



:he fall. We had i 



1 the 




;he temp- 
|The dev- 
even 



Rev. F. C. Bruner In hi| 
day's sermon, at 
church, in speaking of 
cay" and the present sh< 
faithful, from tbe Peoria 
kegan men of Uod. 

"It must be admitted tha| 
tati<»i of tha pulpit la m 
il never faila to ao to 
get into the pulpit, ait amoct the el- 
ders and deacons. He will have the 
audacity to come to the prt^achi 
study, especially when it is <Ji the 
church. It always has been so. > The 
Bible tells us, 'When the sons oi Ood 
came together Satan came also.' 

The pulpit has had its Waterloo 
because the physical man ncter has 
known proper dlaelpUaa. Nl^ times 
of tan tha polplt haa tamliad with 
raah Into the black mud it licen- 
In mixing with silly women, 
got as much in th.j way of 
the Christian pulpit as any agency; 
she may be Innocent In the s'.art and 
anxious to assist the pastor in the 
kingdom of God, but she n.ade the 
mistake of her life when she visited 
him in his study. We have knovm in 



our bodies may be confined against, p^t twenty-flve yaara aome bril- 
our wills, but if our thoughts are en- ntint and aeemlna 
slaved it is with our own consent ^^^b,^ headlong 



In the control of our thoughts no 
batter rate haa ever been laid down 
than by Marena Aarellaa. He says: 
"We ought the* to check In the series 

of our thonihto everything that is 
without a purpooa and useless, and a 
man sbould oaa himself o think only 
about which. 



chief ( 



pulpit men 
pitwsrd, and tbe 



)Ught 



what use the -church has for them. 
After plucking the female geese for 
a living this Reverend blames wo- 
men for every dirty trick done, from 
eating app e In God's garden to the 
^ ,^ ^.-^ ^ debauching of school boye by the re- 

hould suddenly ask what hast thouj^^t , ^ ' 

low in thy thoughU, with perfect !!!L»w _.„! 



now In thy thoughU, with perfect 
openness thou mightest immediately 
anawer this or that." 



TWO KINO OF ANARCHISTS. 

(From Cincinnati Post). 

At Toledo a g.assworker, with more 
louih than seii>e. has been cursing 



erica 



rling 1 



If 3 



;aliist \ 



"de- 



reniember I sent In ni 
renewal Just after th 
dear friend Moore. At that time I 
felt like the Blade could never be 
like the same without Brother Moore 
for I confeas that he waa my favorite, 
but sent my subscription to help the 
cause that I knew he loved so well. 

Now I wis-h to say that after read- 
ing the two last Issues can earnestly 
say they are as good as the best, in 
fact they have the ring of tan years 
ago. when I first began to read the 
Blade, and especially the Bdltoiial 
note, "Open for Argument," Is done to 

Wishing you success In your new 
effort, I remain youra. Fraternally. — 
WADI H. MORGAN. 



Anarchist with I 



springs to his Jaw chances 
President of a labor union, a lot of 
unthinking peopto might auppose that 
he voloaa the aantlamit of union la- 
bor. 

He voices only the shillows of his 
own brain. Anarchii-m luis no mure 
to do with the principles of labor tin 
ionlsm than atheism has, or voodoo- 
Ism. 

Men of this sort are abnormal 
growtha— diaeased exereaences— such 
as crop out only at the two extremes 
of the Industrial system. 

tA tha one extreme is this Tole- 



of much of man's trontolea, but where 

one pastor is ruined by women a 
incusaiid women are rained and be- 
trayed b> pastors. Yet, 
hold and support and delaad their 
clerical 



and at tka other tka lUwhalUleia and 



DEATH OF A NOBLI MAN. 

Another friend of the Bli^e, one 
who has stood by it in stress and 
storm, has gone on that long and lone- 
ly journey, the steps of which are 
luvtr retraced. One by one nature 
causes tlieiii to give them way and 
put down life's burdens. 

Nathan Reed, a aabaorlber to the 
Bla4a orar s^reral yaara, haa gone. 
He died Febraary IS. at Gvaenfleld 
township. Indiana. We give the fol- 
lowing account of hla career taken 
from one of the newspapera Published 
Ht his late home: 

"Mr. Reed was born, lived the 
greater part of his life and died on 
the farm on which his father (one of 
the earlleat pioneers of northern In- 



maii, but 1 would liKe to live three or 
tour ieais louyer. i hate to leave 
these little grandcuildren wniie they 
are so amali. 1 may hara apokan a 
litUa harshly to them aometlmaa, yet 
I loved them Just the same." He 
remained steadfast in his convictions 
to the end, never waivering for one 
moment from the belief to which he 
was sincerely devoted all his life. He 
retained consciousness until the very 
last moment, gradually drifting away 
into the last quiet sleep. 

During his life tima^ tha dsoaaaad 
held many poaltinu oit tnnt aad am- 
or did be disappoint thoae who put 
their trust in him. For a 
ae tilled the position of U 
tee of his native township iROat ao- 
cepUbly to tbe people and dWias th* 
later years of his life he waa oaHad 
upon frequanUy by hto naighbora to 
act as guardian or aa admialatratiBr 
of decedents esUtee. Hia uprightneas 
and honesty always insured the most 
faithful services in these positions 
and he was so conscientious that he 
would barely take more than his ex 
penses for the services perfciTned. 

Hon. John W. Hanan, a c'ose friend 
of .Mr. Reed's for twent'-five years, 
and Dr. Ferguson, whf had lived a 
neighbor to him for long time, were 
asked to give adrUcsses at the funer- 
Mr. Hanan dwelt at length upon 
man's character and the strong 
qualities that did so much to help his 
communit/. Among other things he 
said: 'But we who knew him best 
have Stopped for a moment beside 
our s.Ient comrade. At such a time 
it not meet to engage in petty 
criticism. Silently, with closed eyea. 
let us spread tha manUe of charity 
over spot and blemish and sear and 
defect, but let us reverently lift 
death's linen from the face of rugged 
honesty and the great warm heart of 
love. -By their works ye shall Judge.' 
So by his works, let us take the meaa- 
3f thla man." 



There Is nothing so eloquent as a 




B. W. Ray- 



NOTE REDUCTIONS. 

Hampden: IX size, "Special R.- 
Way." 23 Jls., $26.(10; "New R,-Way," 
2:! jls., $2-1; "John Hancock," 21 Jls., 
*-'ii: Deuber Watch Co.. 21 jls.. I17' 
same 17 Jls., $14. 

Elgin: "Veritas," 23 Jls., $29; 
'Father Time," 21 jls $22 -'>o- "R w 
Raymond." 19 jls., $20; 
mond." 17 Jls,, $1S.50. 

Waitham: "Vanguard," 23 jls., $29; 
"Crescent Street," 21 Jls., $22.60; "Ap- 
pletofl, Tracey & Co... Premier," 17 
Jls llv.lo: same, not "Premier," $16. 

The above guaranteed to pans It- 
Way Inspectors. 

Sundries: Waitham"' "P. 8. Bart- 
leit." or Elgin "Wheeler," 17 Jls., ad- 
justed, nickel, IS; same, gilt, $7: same 
Hampden, nickel $10; same, not ad- 
justed $H: Elgin, Waitham or Hamp- 
den, nic^^el. 15 Jls., $7: same, gilt, $6; 
Elgin or Wa;tham nickel, non-catch- 
able hair spring 7 jls., $5; Hampden, 

jls.. gilt $4.76; "Standard" or "Cen- 
ury." 7 Jta.. 12. 

Al the above in S. S or 4H>aaea aU- 
erine caae, i»repaid..In atlrer. or gold 

ilied, screw case, accompanied by 
Manufacturer's and my guarantee for 
(> years, $3, or in hunting caae. |tJO 
lunting case $8.60 more than in aU- 
erine case In solid gold caae, $10 
to $511 more. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHkS. 

Large (0) size Elgin, Waitham or 
Hampden, 20-year god filled, latest 
style, artistic hand-chased. 7 jls., $9; 
15 jls.. $11; IC Jls., adj., $1*;. Small (o) 
7 jls.. $11.50; 15 jls., $15: 16 Jls. 
adj.. $ls. "Riverside," extra fine, $24. 

1-year case. $1 more. In 14-k solid 
gold ca.-e, $111 to $50 more. Latter 
with diamonds, all in pliish box, pre- 
paid, with guarantee. 

Send for prices of Watch. 's not list- 
ed. Jewelry, Rings, Silver and Plated 
Ware, Optical Goods and My Tract, 
"Theism In the Crucible," free. 

OTTO WErrT3TE!IN. 
La Grange, Cook Co., III. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 

Wa have a complete Job De- 
partment and are prepared to do 
flrst-class work st reascnsble 
prices. Send us your next or- 
dsr. Satisfsctlon guarantaed. 
153 W. Short St.. Lsxtngtew. Ky. 
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Editorial 

(Continued from pa^ one). 



a iflrtiBff mj, and it is pounced upon u a delicious 
monel to be banded from pulpit to pulpit through- 
out the length and breadth of the country. Such a 
theme has long been a popular one with the clergy 
and they have invariably used it to frieghten the 
poor, timid birds in their Hock from feeding upon 
the grains of truth. 

Hirtory records but few r. < autationa made by 
any Freethinkers of prominence. There are cases, 
bowever, where inainceritgr in an adherence, of pro- 
feaed adherence to Fre«tiKmght hai ba€D followed 
by an alleged change of heart Reference might be 
made to Jos. Barker in America and Geo. Bishop in 
ESngland. Both were tVeethought advocates, men 
of an apparent brilliant raiml. y.4 both abandoned 
the (UiiLse of Freethonpht and uiultrtook a Chris- 
tian propajTHiida with oqun\ int^Misitv to which the; 
had previously advocated Freethoii'rht principles 
Reaaoning from cause to effect the change in both 
aaaaa ean be well nndentood. Biahop got a fat job 
in tha Chnrdi of Hn^fimv^ and Baricer waa made 
the recipient of nnmerona Christian giftc wUle 
the verge of starvation in Nebraska. 

For years the clerpy frave their attention to 
Paine and Voltaire, but the assertion that either of 
ibeae recanted is too threadbare to need refutation. 
The old argument-s have been worn to a fraazle 
and it is impossible to patch them up again. Chris- 
tians, in late years, have prof eased to see in the ora- 
tion of tb« late Col Robert O. IngerM>U over bia 
brather'a gevf, an alleged ebange of heart, un- 
nvcdful of the fact that following its delivery 
be undertook to lecture all over the country on 
Freethought topics with tlu- same anb-r and sin- 
cerity that had characterized liis previoHs elYorts. 
Nor is he alone in these Christian shuidels for the 
followers of Christ have ghouled their wal into the 
graves of numeroua other Freethinkers mnd pro- 
feaaed to have heard them call upon the^ame of 
Jean. 

it waa not to be ezpeeted that the la^ editor of 
the BLADE would escape this crusade «f cairistian 
calumny. Since his lamentable death W have re- 
ceived nunuirous clippings from newspapera, sent 
to us by friends and subscribers, which porpOTt 
to quote his la.st utterances and make him call up- 
on the name of God. This haji'li-duced glaring 
headlines printed in large, black type, vrith a pic- 
ture of Editor Moore, in whieb it is sa'd: — 
"MOST NOTED IXFIDKL Sl'OKE GOD'S NAME 
BEFORE HE DIED. - 

And the paragraph in the alleged news mm goes 
on to say:— -3 

"Wbether be accepted the existence of .«S(pd be- 
f<»e be died is not known. Hia wife sayt be fam- 
ily hopes BO, as he had said not long belo^ he ex- 
pired, 'What a beautiful day 1 1 want to thaak God, 
if there be a God, for this beautiful dajr and all 
Jhat He has done for me." ^ ^ 

N ever" was there a greater outrage 
by nuin upon his fellowman. It would be 
to deaignate the aatbor of that fake as 
mardjr gailtir of telliaf an untruth, be is 
and in tnnt a every day liar. Mel 

motiTea vmj have iniipired it but the m 
firat gave that lie to the press for poblicat 
less conscience or honor in bis aadM-np 
oyvter and as deficient in mi 
ceney aa a banana. 

In a dispatch sent to a Cincinnati paper Mr a Lex- 
ington correspondent concerning Mr^#iloore'f 
death it was stated, in aubstauce.y^ that the 
friMids of the deceased were wottdtsvtfS whether he 
had died "with a prayer upon bis lips,^ a eurse. 
Another fake of the first water and another sland- 
er upcm the name of the dead. 

Readers of the BLADE may rest assi|-cd that 
Editor Moore died just as he had 
honest convictions, true to his home, to pis fam- 
ily and his friends. He did not call npon the 
name of God or niention the name of Q ^ in any 
manner. It is^doubtful if he ever thou(lit at all 
upon the sab9^ in lus last moments. Ne ither is it 
true that "hia wife said the family hopes Ko." The 
family d^d not hope so and Mrs. Moore sharing with 
her difitinguished husband a belief in Freethought, 
she could not have siiid so, and the family never 
expressed such a wish. Mrs. Mume gave denial 
to all such rumors shortly after her husband was 



Farther it was not necessary that Mr. Hoore 
shonld have died with either a prayer or curse 
upon his lips. Disbelieving in a perstmal God who 
eould and would punish or reward humanity for 
deeds done in the flesh and entertaining no regard 
for the Christian form of faith, he could not have 
prayed. On tlie other haii<i it do.'s not follow that 
because a man refuses to pray tliat he must neces- 
sarily curse. It is safe to say that Editor Moore nev- 
er Uttered a enrae in liia life. Lass rsaaon was 
tiMvs f or hiaa to euaa as Ua U£» waa dmwing to an 
end. 

Sash reports are as fUmmf as the allegad miraeles 
of Christ and are of aa mnah ralne to mankind. 
The end of Mr. Moore's life came as oalmly and aa 
peaoefnlly as a summer night in Jime. He did not 
dread death, but felt the pain of an eternal separa- 
tion from those he loved and who loved him. The 
consciousness of a humiin duty done and a luiHian 
work aeheived gave an orient coloring: to the mists j 
of death, more sweet <uid grand for liiii. than all 
the expected glories of the New Jerusalem taught 
by the fanatioal foUowers of Christ. 



thinker or two to do the business and when they 
could get a man like the late C. C. Moore in limbo 
then the Lord gets actually gay. Dire predictions 
made if these small sacrifices are not forth- 
mg and if the predietions fail to materialize^ 
then we are told the immutable has changed his 
mind, the Lord hath repented himself and givei 
heed to the protestationa of the clerical burdj 
gurdy that be was not doing the proper thing 
What a miserable conception of the creator. 

Christian advocates condemn science because ii 
is not yet nuulc perfect and point to it.s chanpnf 
theories a.s proof of its falliliility. The same kind 
of argument would also r nndenin music beca 
an occasional discord and banish the sun from on 
high because of its spots. Every religious cult is 
but a more or less emde expression of a peoplt 
concerning matters religioa% the poor garment 
\nth which finite man would clothe infinity. All 
liistory, sncred or profane, contains many fables 
lunid the truths they record that even the satirft of 
Cervantes wa.s sorely tempted. No, indeed, science 
is not yet perfect, and what is more it never will 
he. but it has done enoogfa to seatter the fo< ' ' 
fables upon whieb the entire Cliristian religion has 
i)een built. 

CHOOSINO A PROFESSION? 

Ivexingtou is a city of schools and colleges. Its 
exceptional educational opportonities have caus- 
ed it to be denominsted uie Athena of the West. 
Here hundreds of young men and women 
graduated every year and most of them are sent 
into the world to stniggle as best they can fi 
existence. One very natnralls wonders what h 
comes of them after they leave the college and 
.■o\dd we still follow them their lives might form 
an interesting study. They eannot all be success- 
ful. Numerous failures must be coiuited among 
them. Doabtleaa many of them find out when too 
late that a college edneation akme is not enough to 
insiu^ a livelihood. Then comes the disappoint- 
ment. 

If a colli -r,. ,.,lueafe(l youth is to succeed in the 
world lus tirst and greatest re<|uirement is power. 
It does not matter how nuieh be knows or bow 
much talent he may have, if he has not the abiliti 
to transmute his acquirements into practical pow- 
er, he will become a failure. This age is one of 
hard, practical common sense. Theories do not 
avail. The great business world does not ask, 
"What do you know?" but "What can you doV 
"Can you make use of what you know?" In »th. 
er words the world watit.s men who can do things, 
not dream of them or indulge in theories concern- 
ing them. If the student has learned to think in 
practical terms, if he ha.s used his college exper- 
ience a.s a grindstone to give edge to his faculties 
and sharpen his mental powers; if his education 
has been a calling out, or an expansion of the 
forces within him, and not ii mere stuffing or c 
ming process, the world will not keep him waiting 
ig.for a . place. The world wants men of iiet.ijjn, 
■lo ean .step out from the crowd and lead 
instead of following. 

The first years after graduation mark the dan- 
gerous period in a yonng man's lifa In the ma- 
jority of eaaea the graduate is generous and sus- 
ceptible. He has faith in men and institutions ; he 
is optimistic and does not realize how quickly con- 
tact with hard fact^i and actual conditions will 
tend to harden him, to lower his standard and 
dwarf his ideals. He has not learned to full; 
preeiate the demoralizintr. brutalizinir intluciii 
a mere monej'-making career, wliieh strangles all 
the finer instincts, dries up the sympathies, dwarfs 
the growth of the higher sel^ marbleises the af- 
fections and crushes out of life all that goes to 
make it strong. At such a period in his career he 
is unable to realize that the highest character can- 
not be developed under a low and sordid aim. 

One of the greatest questions a human being is 
ever e,ille<l upon to decide is the choice of a ca- 
reer. In the selection dejjends one's entire char- 
acter and destiny. No maji eau afford to choose 
an occupation merely because there is money in 
it. He must learn that the highest suoeess is not 
living-making, money-making, or fame-making, 
but man-maling, wMusn-making and character- 
making. Manhood and womanhood overtop posi- 
tion, wealth, vocation and titles, and are grander 
than any career. 

"He who steals my purse, steals tra^ih," that is 
Shakespeare. 

"He who filches from me my good name, etc.," 
that is nonsense. Reputation is but the ephemeral 
dew on character's ererlasting gold. Don't memi- 
ure evefything by Om standard of wealth or fame. 
Don't start out with the idea that poor and ob- 
scure men and women are necessarilly failures. 
The brother, or sister, or periiaps, mother, who re- 
mained at home to earn money for a living and to 
pay your college expenses may be a far greater 
success than you can possibly be C(msidered. 

It is not spectacular achievement that tells; the 
work of the world is done by toilsome plodding. 
A genius, in the ordinarily aeeepted sense of the 
term, is so seldmn that it would be safe to elimi- 
nate him as a factor in human progress. The men 
that do things are those who have a genius for 
'ork. 



When reduced to its last analysis the oalj claim 
the clergy have to public support is based on the 
presumption tliat they promote the natural welfare 
by keeping God in a good humor. Should the 
deity contract a case of sulks an extra liberal cash 
collection will usually bring him around all right. 
Sometimes it takes the imprisonment of » Free- 



ju like the new appearance of the Blade? 
Do you enjoy reading it? If you do, might you not 
friend who would enjoy rending it also' 
Hand him a copy. In time mit,°ht b-'couH u sub- 
scriber and you help the Blade and the cuiise of 
Freethoui^t at the vuiiie lime. 

• • • • 

Is it not wiser to Ion? lo live for w ii.r.thuig, in- 
stead of living to long for something? The worhl 
needs men of action, men of strength, men with 
the will to dure and do. When the erowd sees a 
mian boldly pushinff to tha frwt it ilqia aside to al- 
low him to pass. R'fe tha man who gels in front 



THE ABODE OF GODS WHOSE 

SHRINES NO LONGER BURN. 

The light that shines from Rea.son's forum, the 
battering force of logic, the indisputable truths 
of modem science which successfully demonstrate 
the immutability of natural law, precluding the 
miraculous, have made serious inroads upon the 
Christian faith, and to such an extent that there 
are abundant evidences on every hand of a gen- 
eral "spiritual unrest" permeating every Chris- 
tian ,seet. 

These signs nuiltiply daily, says the Saturday 
Globe, of Utiea, N. Y., and it declares that the 
enlightenment of the age is disatisfied with dog- 
mas which were accepted without reservation, 
even a generation ago, and this enlightenment de- 
mands that the creeds be so amended aa to con- 
form to the liberality of the times. Continuing it 

"The Episcopal chureh 



•hureh se(>s in higher criticism 
a way to m.'.-t this dcniaiui. In brief, this criti- 
cism is to harmonize the contradictions in the Bi- 
ble, to exjuuige miracles which have dubious claim 
to the supernatural and to retain those which are 
supi)orted by reason and the strongest of proof. 

" I'resbyterianism is gradually dismissing doc- 
trines long held sacred, the most repugnant of 
which is predestination, which is abhorrent to the 
rising generation of the commiuiion, and is other- 
wise setting itself abreast of nnxiern thought. 

".Methodism is relaxing Us devoli.m to belie: 
long dear U> its heart. Tin- latest evidence of this 
is that its oliicst and most conservative university, 
Pepauw, at Greencaatle, Ind., has ordered the study 
of the Bible to be optional where heretofore it has 
been obligatory. No denomination has exceeded 
the Methodist in devotion to the good book or been 
more insistent upon its reading whenever possible. 
This departure has awakened widespread atten- 
tion and proves that in the most orthodox of de- 
nominations iinn st IS at work u|>setting long cher- 
ished doctrines. 

"The Baptists find their adherence to close ctim- 
niunion prevents the ohnreh from allying with it- 
self a large following who are not members and 
who believe the saeraments should be open to them 
by virtue of attendance upon and belief in the 
church, and further, in aiding in its maintenance. 

"The Lutherans, like the Catholics, are so satis- 
fied with ceremonials that the agitation for a mod- 
i rn interpretation of scriptural pronouncements 
has made only slight headway. 

"Singularly, a few perceive in this dissatisfac- 
tion with old-time dogmas the seed out of which 
will spring Christian unity. On its face little evi- 
dence of such an eventuality looms up but spirit- 
ual reforms take unlooked for courses at times. 
The religious conscience is changing to-day as it 
never has before inider tranquil inHuenees and 
the temper of even iiitelleetual churchmen ' is to 
doulit that which does not accord with reason. 
Holding to tlii.s, they want to bring the church near- 
er to the Rationalism of those outside th e, f old la 
ordtt %o wm tham over, sad* a|t tiie sane nSe^ to' 
put si rest tha fMM whiah baMt tliam m oeeaalae. 
Jliey look upon evangelioal adherence to revela- 
tion as being the great and primary cause of back- 
sliding and of swelling the millions outside of pul- 
pit influence. They believe its most repellent doc- 
trine, that of endless punishment after death, is 
the largest contributory cause in driving people 
toward infidelity and in fortifying the position of 
those who have long defied the invitation to come 
into the cburoli. 

"Evolntion in belief ia looked upon with intense 
disfavw by a large class of Christians. This ele- 
ment not only believes the principles is mischiev- 
ous but that its acceptance will not bring back 
any considerable number to the fold. The conten- 
tion is made that if revision is conceded it simply 
begets doubts in the minds of the orthodox and no 
nuitt^'r how far the excision is carried it will not 
satisfy those demanding the overhauling of the 
Bible. So neither side can profit by the departure. 
Nevertheless the revisionists hold fast to the idea 
that the Bible must comport wih reason and only 
I it be a consistent guide to salva- 
will ap|)cal to the intelligent con- 
;ing out supernatural narratives 
Cliristianity and which furnish its 
foes with II < luii to beat down tha cause of religion. 

Higher criticism has a large oierioal following, 
strange as it may see. The men who have stud- 
ied the subject more than any other class ,who are 
actuated by the highest motives, believe the time 
is at band when something must be done to check 
the growth of unbelief, to present doctrines which 
:an he conscientiously accepted l)y the enlighten- 
id and which in turn will prevent thousands from 
lapsing into indilVi rentisni or worse — the complete 



a stranger to justice. The god of a people is, and 
must of a necessity ever be, a reflection of them- 
selves, an idealization of their own vices and vir- 
tues, a magic mirror in which. Narcissus-like, Man 
|\vor.shi|)s his own inuigc. To assume that the Bible 

lages, is inspired, is a damning libel of the deity 
they worship. 

All this, bowever, was in tha barbarous past. 
/Things have changed. With that keen perception 
and conception which characterizes the Jews they 
have become one of the grandest people that ever 
^Iwelt upon the earth. A more intellectual and 
progressive race is unknowu to human history. 
' Some time niro an instance of this was given in 
the public prints. Kev. Dr. J. Leonard Levy, pas- 
tor of the Congregation of Rodeph Shalom, in 
Pittsburg, delivered an address upon the subject of 
the "OoH>eI of Coomion Sense." Save for hia 
theological sandwieb tha address is a beanty^ and 
|to supply our readers with a view of thia mia the 
iddreas is given below. Were there mdre preaeh- 
irs like bim the world would be better for it. He 
said : 



"Coi 



s the 



used 1 



GOSPEL OF COMMON SENSE. 

Although the most persecuted, and in some 
countries the most despised, among the people of 
earth, the Jews are the most liberal, the most pro- 
aive and tderant of the rii^ts of others. True, 
indeed, they had their age of savagery and their 
epoch of barbarism before reaching the golden era 
of civilivation. Years upon years of captivity and 
ish subservience had converted them into a 
band of marauding guerrillas, (dmiiared witli 
Joshua's murderous Jews, the Huns who followed 
Attila were avatars of mercy, and the Sioux who 
trailed with Sitting Bull were Good Samaritans. 

With but a casual perusal of the Bible and a 
comparison of the crimes committed by the Kurds 
in Armenia with those perpetrated by "Ood's 
chosen people" in Palestine, will prove that the 
followers of Allah are but amateurs in the art of 
outrage. Doubtless, any other people, brutalized 
by centuries of bondage, then turned loose with- 
out country or government, with only ignorant 
prophets for guides and avaricious priests for law- 
givers, would have become equally cruel and would 
have adopted a deity equally devoid of meroy and 



Evers nonsensical and absiu'd explaiuition is 
sought for facts of the universe and the phenom- 
ena St existence before a common sense view is 
considered or accepted. A reference to history 
will show that mystery and might have held long- 
er sway over man than common sense. This view 
is not surprising when we remember that it has 
been the policy of the dominant party in church 
and state to keep the people ignorant, to deny them 
access to the fomitains of knowledge. Quacks, 
charlatans and clowns were only too often regard- 
ed with revential piety, the people licked the hands 
which carried the wbipa wherewith they were 
irged. But a new day has dawned, the reign 
of ignorance is over, the era of knowledge is com- 
ing, and in spite of evidence that reason is not yet 
supreme, and logic is still denied due authority, we 
may see the advance of progressive ideals and a 
considerable respect paid to a common sense inter- 
pretation of conditions as they are, and of things 
as they ought to be. 

"With advance of knowledge there has likewise 
been an application of common sense principle to 
the interpretation of religion. The place onee giv- 
en to dogma and creed and confessions and ar- 
ticles of faith, is being invaded by the common 
use party. It is beinj; trradually understood that 
iligion is not something mysterious and mythical 
id mystical, but a yearning of the human soul to 
get into right relations with the infinite soul; and 
, when they are honest, sincere and consistent 
are beginning to overhaul the nursery containing 
the broken dolls of ancient superstition, to the end 
that sound, sane and safe views replaae tha an- 
cient childish conceptions. It is being shown that 
religion is a matter for this world, rather than for 
next; that it is to modify and influence life 
here on this earth, rather than to form a life in- 
Jfoiioy for tbe next ; that it is a mod*. a£ 
tathar than a belief; a source of deeds rather 
than a number of ereeds. 

"I desire to take this opportunity to give it as 
my conviction that unless we apply the principle of 
common sense to religion, as to all other exper- 
iences of man, we shall have a rebirth of quackery 
and charlatans and the fair name of religion will 
be defamed and its purpose defaced. Every form of 
superstition resists comnuin sense just as every 
form of true religion invites common sense. We 
must show that we have no sympathy with thooe 
who crucify honesty between the two thieves, 
hypocrisy and intolerance, and we must make ii 
manifest that we are not opposed to wliat people 
really and truly believe, but only to that whkb 
they pretend to believe even when it is contrary to 
common sense." 

WOULD YOU LIKE ONE? 

Suggestions have been made by several of the 
Blade readers that a memorial pamphlet be pub- 
lished of our late Editor Charles C. Moore. Ow- 
ing to the additional heavy burdens we have had« 
" s-sume through his death in order to keep the 
Blade going we have had but little time to even 
onsider tliem. Now, however, we are prepared to 
take the nuttter up with our friends. 

f course, our readers will undei-stand that we 
nuist as.sume some risk in puhlisliing su<-ii a mem- 
orial, yet we deem it a duty that is owing to the 
lead. To m«ke it a success and pay the cost of 
publication it \yould be necessary to sell at least 
1,000 copies at 15 cents each. If we can get that 
unbcr of subscriptions we can get the memorial 
it inside of the next thirty dajrs. 
Such a memorial would contain the addresses at 
tlie f,M-av.' deliver.'d by Mrs. Josephine K. Henry, 
Dr. J. H, Wilson an. I Hon. .Mosrs Kaulnjan, with 
tiie Idographical skel.-h wiitten by .lohn K. Charles- 
worth from the Lexington Leader. We would also 
give a half-tone pietore of Mr. Moore and sneh oth- 
er matter that would be both interesting and ap- 
propriate. 

We eoold sell these at 15 eents for single eopies 
or 10 copies for |1.00. They would form eseelleot 

literature for distribution and do a great deal of 

good. 

-Vow, friends, let us li. ar fr.on you. If you feel 
you would like a copy of the memorial send in 
your subscriptions and we will (tublish it. 

From the foundation of the world falsehood has 
been the defensive weapon of the fool. Assail him 
with logic and he answers with lies ; lash him with 
sarcasm and he retorts with calunuiy; impale him 
on the rapier of ridicule and he deluges yon with 
l)rutality. These are the toola emfdoyed by tha 
laborers in the vineyarda oi tha Lord whan dadU 
iiig with a Freethinker whcan they eannot Imll- 

• • • • 

Let us have your order for the memorial pamph- 
let of Editor Moore. We want to isaue at once. 



\ 



Mfcuip i 



iiilifflittfliiiiiiriniMiiiii'' 



